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We, Hoskins and Swell Limited, a 
Company duly incorporated under the 
Laws of Great Britain, of Midland 
AVorks, Bordesley, in the City of 
Birmingham, and- Herbert Ronald 
Hoskins, a British Subject, of the Com- 
pany's address, do hereby declare the 
nature of this invention to be as 
follows : — 

This invention relates to bedsteads and 
other articles of furniture of the kind 
provided with a castor or castors adapted 
to be moved from an inoperative position 
to an operative position for the purpose 
35 of facilitating' movement of the bedstead 
or other article of furniture from one 
place to^ another. 

The invention is particularly applic- 
able to bedsteads for use in hospitals 
Such bedsteads are usually provided at 
their front ends with a pair of legs which 
are normally in contact with the floor, 
and with a castor or castors adapted nor- 
mally to occupy an inoperative position 
25 out of contact with the floor. Ordinarily 
the connection between the castor, or 
castors and the fixed frame of the bed- 
stead is effected by a telescopic member 
or members which can be extended by a 
30 screw device for moving 1 the castor or 
castors into contact with the floor and 
for lifting the legs out of contact with 
the floor. 

The object of the present invention is 
35 to provide improved means for moving 
the castor or castors into and out of the 
operative position. 

The invention comprises the combina- 
tion with a telescopic member or mem- 
bers carrying the castor or castors, of 
link and lever mechanism for extending 
and retracting the said member or 
members. 

^In one manner of applying the inven- 
45 tion to a metal bedstead for use in 
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hospitals, we pivot on a support carrying 
the castor or castors one end of a lever 
the other end of which is adapted for 
hand manipulation. At an intermediate 
position the lever is connected by a 60 
curved or other link to a fixed part on the 
bedstead frame, which part is connected 
to the castor support by a vertical tele- 
scopic member or members. The lever 
is adapted to be moved between suitable 65 
stops to either side of a dead centre posi- 
tion in which the pivot axes of the link 
are in the same plane as the pivot axis 
of the lever. Movement of the lever to 
side of the dead centre position 
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causes the telescopic member or members 
to be extended and retained in this con- 
dition, whilst movement of the lever to 
the other side of the dead centre position 
causes the said member or members to be 65 
retracted and retained in this condition. 

When the telescopic member or mem- 
bers is or are contracted the castor or 
castors occupy an inoperative position 
out of contact with the floor, and the 70 
front of the bedstead is supported bv a 
pair of legs,^ but when the said member 
or members is or are extended the castor 
or castors is or are in contact with the 
floor and the legs are ont of contact with 76 
the floor. 

By the present invention the castor or 
castors can be # moved into and out of an 
operative position by the simple move- 
ment of an operating lever. 80 

The invention is not limited to the 
example described above <as subordinate 
details may be varied to meet different 
requirements. Further the invention is 
not limited to^ bedsteads as it may be 85 
applied to dinner wagons, trollies and 
other articles of furniture. 

Dated this 6th day of August, 1937. 

MARKS & CLERK. 
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Birmingham, and Herbert Ronald end views of the bedstead, the vertically 
Ho skins, a British Subject, of the Com- movable castors being shown in their 
pany's address, do hereby declare the inoperative positions in ligure 2, and in 
nature of this invention and in what their operative positions in Figure 3. ^ 
(Tmanner the same is to be performed, to In the drawings a indicates the side 70 
be particularly described and ascertained members of the bedstead frame which 
in and by the following statement : — are secured at their end3 to the head b 
This* invention relates to bedsteads and and foot a of the frame. The head b is 
other- articles of furniture of the kind provided with a pair of legs as d which 
10 provided with a castor or castors adapted at their lower ends are provided with 75 
to be moved from an inoperative position castors as e. The foot c is also provided 
to- ah • operative position for the purpose with a pair of Tegs /, but the lower ends 
of 1 facilitating movement of the bedstead of these legs are not provided with 
or other article of furniture from one castors. Extending between- and secured 
15 place to another; to the .front legs / is a horizontal member 80 

The invention is particularly applic- g from which depend the outer parts h of 
able tobfedsteadd for use in hospitals: vertical telescopic members. The inner 
Such* bedsteads are usually provided ^ at parts i of these telescopic members extend 
their front ends with a pair of legs which from the upper side of a horizontal sup- 
20 are normally in contact with the floor/ port j which is situated below the hori- 85 
and. with a castor or castors adapted nor- zontal member g, and which 1 carries a 
mally to. occupy an inoperative position pair of castors k adapted to be moved by 
out of contact with the floor. Ordinarily the telescopic members into and out of 
the' connection between the castor or contact with the floor. 
25 castors and the fixed frame of the bed- In applying the present invention to 90 
stead is effected by a telescopic member the bedstead above described, we pivot 
or members which can .be extended by a on the rear side of the support ; carrying 
screw device for moving the castor or the castors k one end of a lever m the 
castors into contact with the floor and for other end of which is formed or provided 
30 lifting the legs out of contact with the with a. handle n. At an intermediate- 95 
floor;. position the lever m is connected by a 

It has, however, already been proposed curved or other link o to a support p 
to effect the , connection between the secured on. the upper side of the hori- 
castor or castors and the fixed framae of zontal member g extending between the 
35. the bedstead by mounting the castor or front legs / of the bedstead frame. The 100 
each .castor on a sjidable sleeve embrac- lever m is adapted to be moved between 
ing a leg . of the bedstead, or on the suitable stops to either side, of a dead • 
lower end of a slidaible rod passing ver- centre position in which the pivot axes 
tically .through a fixed tabular support of the link o are in the samae plane as the 
4Q on . the bedstead, the movement of the pivot axis of the lever. In tb;e example 105 
castor or each castor into and out of the shown these stops are f ormed-by the end# 
operative position being effected by the of a member q which serves as a guide- 
actioft on the sleeve, of on the um>er eaad for the lever m, and which" is secured at 
of the rod, of lihlc and lever mechanism, its ends to the. rear side, of the horizontal* 
45 The object of the present- invention is member g. Movement of the lever m to 110 
to . provide . improved means for moving * one side of the dead 1 centre position 
the ■castor: or castors into and" out of the causes the telescopic members h 9 i to be* 
operative position. . extended and retained in this condition. 

.The. invention comprises the" combiria^ whilst movement of the lever to the other 
60 tion* with ai telescopic member, or anem* side of the dead centre position causes 115 
hers carrying* the easier or castors, of the telescopic members to be retracted 
Ifrtk land lever mechanism for extending' and* retained* in. this condition: In both 
and retracting the said' member or mem* of ' the extreme positions of : the- lever m 
bers,. ..the said mechanism, being formed the weight of the bedstead frame serves 
55 in par£hy_; a lever, pitted* at one end to a to oppose movement of* the lever, but as 120 
castdr support carried by; the telescopic an additional safeguard for preventing 7 
member or members, and in part by a unintentional movement of the lever in 
link connecting an intermediate- portion. „ the direction-for retracting the telescopic 
of the lever to the bedstead .frame: members ft, i, a tension spring r is pre- 

60 In 1 tii§ acc*ompa*nying- sheet of ferably arranged as shown, between an 125 
explanatory drawings : — m anchorage on the pivoted end of the lever 

Figure 1 is a part sectional side and an anchorage on the castor support j. 
elevation* of a metal bedstead provided- When, the telescopic members. A, * -ar e 
-with the inventibiu - ^ - contracted, the castors h occupy an .in--, 

6& Kguxes 2" and 3* are 4 simile sectional' -operative position oxtVof* contact witfi-^'130 
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floor, and the front of the be3s*tead is 
supported by the front legs / as shown in 
Figures 1 and 2, but when the telescopic 
members are extended the castors h are in 
6 contact with the floor and the legs / are 
out of contact with the floor as shown in 
Figure 3. Preferably the upper portion 
of the lever m is arranged at an angle to 
the remainder of the lever so that when 

10 the bedstead is in its normal position, as 
shown in Figures 1 and 2, the upper por- 
tion of the lever occupies an unobtrusive 
position parallel with and adjacent to the 
horizontal member ff m 

15 The invention is not limited to the 
example described above as subordinate 
details may be varied to meet different 
requirements. For example, instead of 
the pair of castors above described a 

20 single castor may be employed for sup- 
porting the foot of the bed, and this 
castor may be carried by one or more 
telescopic members. Further the inven- 
tion is not limited to bedsteads as it may 

25 be applied to dinner wagons, trollies and 
other articles of furniture. 

By the present invention the castor or 
castors can be moved into and out of an 
operative position by the simple move- 

30 ment of an operating lever. 

Having now particularly described and 
ascertained the nature of our said inven- 
tion and in what manner the same is to 



be performed, we declare that what we 
claim is: — 85 

1. Means for moving into and out of 
an operative position the castor or castors 
of a Bedstead or other article of furniture 
of the land specified, comprising the 
combination with a telescopic member or 40 
members carrying the castor or castors, 

of link and lever mechanism for extend- 
ing and retracting- the said member or 
members, the said mechanism being 
formed in part by a lever pivoted at one 45 
end to a castor support carried by the 
telescopic ^ member or members, and in 
part by a link connecting an intermediate 
portion of the lever to the bedstead frame. 

2. Means as claimed in Claim 1, in 50 
which the lever is adapted to lie on one 
side of a dead centre position when the 
telescopic member or members is or are 
extended, and on the other side of the 
dead centre position when the telescopic 55 
member or members is or are retracted, 
stops being provided for determining the 
extreme positions of the lever. 

3. Means as claimed in Claim 1 and 
comprising the combination and arrange- 60 
ment of parts substantially as described 
and as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. 

Dated this 8th day of July, 1938. 

MARKS & CLERK. 
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